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A SHORT HISTORY OF MEDICINE. By Charles Singer, Lecturer on the
History of Medicine, University of London. Oxford University Press.
Condensing the entire known history of medicine into a single
very readable and enjoyable volume, this book is precisely what its
title implies. Passing rather lightly over early history the author
devotes about two-thirds of the volume to modern medicine con-
sidering it from a somewhat philosophical aspect. He depicts the
medicine of Hippocrates as derived from three main sources: Mi-
noan, Assyrian, and Egyptian. From Hippocrates, Aristotle, and
Aesculapius he turns to Roman medicine and to Galen, with whom
the early period ends. He then bridges the gap through the Dark
Ages to the Renaissance-a long dismal period for science and for
medicine in particular, during which Galen was the only authority
on things anatomical and medical. This period lasted from A.D.
200 to I5o-a long time for one man to dominate such a vast field.
Modern medicine is considered as beginning with the anatomist
Vesalius and with the physiologist Harvey. Vesalius was the first
to question the dicta of Galen and to prove his points by public dis-
section. With Harvey's discovery, and proof, of the circulation of
the blood, began the science of Physiology, thus establishing the
foundation of modern clinical medicine. The story of medicine is
then carried down to the present in rather more detail.
The writer states in the preface that he is a vitalist-something
rare in this day and age-to quote his own words. He expends
some space, toward the end of the book, enlarging upon this point
in a fashion not in the least dogmatic.
Only such names are mentioned in the book as seem important
to the author in the development of medicine. The language is
surprisingly free of medical terms and the book can, therefore, be
read with ease by those lacking specific medical training. Inasmuch
as histories of medicine are usually rather formidable works of two
or three large volumes, the "Short History of Medicine" is an ideal
book for those desiring a concise, comprehensive view of the subject.
D. F. HARVEY.
TEXT BOOK OF ZOOLOGY. By Parker Haswell. 4th edition. Macmillan.
The teaching of Zoology has changed markedly in the thirty
years since the first edition of this hand book appeared. Morphol-